Epigenetic regulation in monocyte/macrophage: A key player during atherosclerosis.
Atherosclerosis is a chronic inflammatory disease. Recently, a growing body of evidence emphasizes that the monocyte and macrophage differentiation and activation are key processes in the development of atherosclerosis. However, the regulatory mechanism that manipulates the function of monocyte and macrophage is still unclear. Recent years, epigenetic mechanisms have received a wide attention and bring us a new field of vision. More and more evidence shows that epigenetics weighs heavily in atherosclerosis by regulating the function and differentiation states of monocyte and macrophage. In this review, we illuminate the epigenetic regulation mechanisms in monocyte and macrophage and their contributions to inflammatory processes of atherosclerosis to provide new thoughts and find novel targets or biomarkers for atherosclerosis.